Raket Tpes FAQs:
Importing a
Car to Ireland

A guide to VRT, VAT, TOR relief and
the key deadlines you need to know
before your car arrives.
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Importing your car to Ireland sounds simple enough, right? You ship it over, pick it up,
and hit the Irish roads. Well...if only it were that simple.

Importing a car to Ireland in 2026 involves a specific sequence of taxes and paperwork
that varies depending on where the car is coming from (the UK, EU, or further afield).

Things like VRT, possible VAT or customs charges, Transfer of Residence relief, and
tight registration deadlines can all catch you out if you’re not well prepared. In fact, it
doesn’t take much for one small detail to slow things down.

We’ve rounded up the answers to the biggest car import questions so you can head into
the process knowing exactly what to expect.
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The Car Import Process at

a Glance
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Check Taxes and Relief Eligibility

Confirm whether VAT, Customs Duty, and Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) will
apply — and whether you may qualify for Transfer of Residence (TOR) relief.

Get Your Documents in Order

Make sure your vehicle documents, proof of ownership, residency evidence,
and insurance are all in order before the car arrives.

Arrange Vehicle Shipping and Customs

Arrange transport to Ireland and declare the vehicle to Customs on arrival if
required.

Book Your NCTS Appointment

Schedule your Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) inspection with the NCTS
within 30 days of the vehicle arriving in Ireland.

Register and Get Irish Plates

Once VRT is settled (or TOR relief confirmed), your vehicle can be registered
and issued with Irish registration plates.
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Car Import Taxes and Charges

These are the main taxes and charges queries most people run into when

importing a car to Ireland.

Do | always have to pay tax when
bringing a car over?

In most cases, yes. But the amount depends on
where the car is coming from.

If you’re importing from the EU, you'll usually
pay Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT). If the vehicle
is coming from outside the EU (including most
UK imports) Customs Duty and Value Added Tax
(VAT) may also apply.

Note: If you’re moving to Ireland permanently,
you may qualify for Transfer of Residence

(TOR) relief. If you meet the conditions, this can
significantly reduce — or sometimes eliminate —
certain charges, so it’s well worth checking your
eligibility.

What is VAT on imported cars and
what rate applies?

If your vehicle is arriving from outside the EU
(which now includes most UK imports), you may
have to pay Value Added Tax (VAT) when the car
enters Ireland.

As of February 2026, the standard Irish VAT rate
is 23%, and it’s usually calculated based on the
vehicle’s customs value at the point of import.

If you’re bringing a car from another EU country,
VAT is typically not charged again, as it should

already have been paid in the country where you

bought the vehicle.
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What is Vehicle Registration Tax
(VRT) and when is it due?

This is a one-off tax you pay when you register
a car in Ireland for the first time. In its simplest
form, it’s a fee for putting your car onto the Irish
system and getting Irish plates.

You usually have 30 days from when the

car arrives in Ireland to complete the VRT
registration through the National Car Testing
Service (NCTS). If you miss that deadline,
penalties can apply, so timing really matters here.

What is Motor Tax and how is it
calculated in Ireland?

This is a yearly tax that every vehicle owner in
Ireland must pay to legally drive on the road.

The cost is generally based on the car’s CO,
emissions for newer cars. The higher the
emissions, the higher the tax. For older vehicles,
it’s most likely to be based on engine size
instead.

You pay Motor Tax after the car is registered, and
it must be kept up to date if you want to drive
legally.
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Transfer of Residence (TOR) Relief

If you’re moving to Ireland permanently, this is the relief
that can lower your import costs in a big way.

What is TOR relief?

It’s a relief designed specially for those who plan to make Ireland their permanent home.

If you qualify, it can remove the need to pay VRT — and in some cases, VAT and Customs Duty — on a car
you already owned and used abroad.

It's one of the most valuable reliefs available when relocating, but the conditions are quite specific so
it’s best to consult with an expert if in doubt.

What other conditions do you need to meet to qualify for TOR?

You have to be moving your ‘normal residence’ to Ireland permanently to qualify for TOR, but that’s not
all. You also have to meet the following conditions:

O You’ve been abroad for a while: You must have lived outside of Ireland for at least 12 months.

O The car is truly yours: You need to have owned and used it for at least 6 months before making
the move.

O No outstanding taxes: Any taxes owed in the country where you bought the car
must have been paid in full.

When should | apply for TOR relief?

Ideally, you should apply before your car arrives in
Ireland, or at least as early as possible.

Submitting your application around two weeks before
arrival gives Revenue time to review your case and
helps avoid delays at registration stage.

Leaving it too late doesn’t necessarily disqualify
you but it can cause unnecessary stress.

Can | sell the car after getting TOR 1l [(1-8.%
relief? R [ ¢V LW

If you qualify, you’re generally expected to
keep the vehicle for at least 12 months after
registration in Ireland. Selling or disposing
of it before this triggers the taxes that

were originally waived.
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Transfer of Residence (TOR) vs
Transfer of Business (TOB) What’s the

Difference?

This is where a lot of confusion happens, especially for people bringing over vans, pick-ups, or utility
vehicles like a Toyota Hilux.

TOR relief does not apply to commercial vehicles. So, if you are relocating to Ireland with:

o

O 00O

A van

A pick-up

A utility vehicle
A truck

Any vehicle registered or classified as commercial

You cannot claim TOR relief on that vehicle. Instead, any possible tax relief would need to fall under
Transfer of Business (TOB) rules. This is a separate process with different conditions.

Here is what Transfer of Business (TOB) generally involves:

o

O 0O

For businesses relocating their operations to Ireland
May apply to commercial vehicles used in the business
Requires evidence of a genuine business transfer

Has its own Revenue approval process

Many people assume that if they qualify for TOR, it covers any vehicle they own. That is not the case. If
your vehicle is classed as commercial for Irish tax purposes, TOR relief will not apply.

"Monkstown" by-William-Murphy / C
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Registration and Deadlines

Where you live, days spent in the country, and your

ties to Ireland play a big role in how you’re taxed.

Here’s what you need to know.

How long do | have to register my car
in Ireland?

You’ve got 30 days from the date your vehicle arrives
in Ireland to complete the registration process.

You do this by booking and attending your VRT
appointment with the National Car Testing Service
(NCTS).

Even if you're waiting on TOR relief, the 30-day
rule still applies, so it’s important not to leave this
too late.

Note: Missing the deadline can lead to penalties
and may cause problems with getting the car legally
registered. Booking your NCTS appointment early

is the simplest way to avoid this.

Can | drive my foreign-registered car
in Ireland temporarily?

If you’ve just arrived (and are not yet normally
resident in Ireland!) temporary use may be
allowed. But once Ireland becomes your normal
place of residence, Revenue generally expects
the vehicle to be registered within the required
timeframe.

There are two key deadlines to know:

O You must book your VRT inspection
appointment within 7 days of the vehicle
arriving in Ireland.

You must complete the registration process
within 30 days of the vehicle’s arrival.

Many people assume there is a long grace period
but that’s not the case. Missing either deadline will
result in penalties and delays.

\ \

What happens at the NCTS registration appointment?

At the appointment, the NCTS will:

Inspect the vehicle
Confirm its details
Calculate the VRT due (if any)

Process your Irish registration

If everything is in order, your vehicle can then be issued with Irish registration plates.
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Paperwork and Insurance

This is where many car imports screech to a

What documents will | need to import
my car?

While the exact list can vary slightly, most people

will need:

O The vehicle registration certificate (logbook)

O A completed Vehicle Purchase Details
VRTVPD2 form if it is a vehicle for private
(non-commercial) use

O Aninvoice with the date of purchase clearly
shown

O Proof of your name and new Irish address

O Proof of your PPS number

O An exemption certificate issued by Revenue

if you are claiming an exemption from VRT

halt because small details get missed.

Do | need Irish insurance before |
can drive the car?

Yes, your vehicle must be covered by an Irish
motor insurance policy to legally drive here.

Foreign policies are often not accepted once
you become resident. Most insurers will want
to see your driving history and details of the
vehicle before offering cover.

Getting this lined up early will save you time
later.

Will my No Claims Bonus transfer to Ireland?

A lot of the time, yes. But you’ll usually need proof from your previous insurer.

Most Irish insurers will accept a No Claims Bonus (NCB) from abroad if:

0]
o
o

It’s recent
It’s in English (or officially translated)

It clearly shows your claim-free years

Because each insurer has its own rules, it’s worth

checking in advance rather than assuming

it will automatically transfer.
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Supporting Your
Vehicle Import

Moving countries is a big deal, and
bringing your car shouldn’t be the
thing that keeps you up at night.

How we support your car import

Contact Information
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Disclaimer

This e-book has been prepared by Expat Taxes Limited, an Irish tax advisory firm specialising in tax
matters affecting Irish expatriates. It is intended for general information purposes only and outlines, in
broad terms, how tax laws rules may apply to individuals residing in or outside of Ireland.

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided at the time of
publication, the content should not be relied upon as financial, investment, or legal advice. The material
does not take into account the specific circumstances or objectives of any individual or entity and should
not be used as a substitute for personalised professional advice.

Tax laws and financial regulations are subject to change, and their application may vary depending on
individual circumstances. Before making any decisions or taking any action based on the content of this
e-book, you should consult a qualified financial adviser, tax professional, or solicitor, as appropriate.

Expat Taxes Limited accepts no respon3|b|I|ty or I|ab|I|ty for any loss or damage arising from reliance on
the information contained in this publication. . o ¥
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